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· Spend some time praying as a group (several people pray as apposed to just the facilitator) that the Lord would speak to each of you as he desires. 

· As a group, read through the scripture James talked about this morning

· John 11:21-26

· Romans 5:8

· Having read those scriptures again and remembering back to the Sermon on Sunday, what were some questions, thoughts or ideas that stood out to you?

LEADER: Because of the topic and headiness of the talk, you may end up spending the majority of the time just processing through this first question so don’t worry about trying to push people to other questions. If they’re talking, let them run with this conversation. 

Another idea for the night would be to just download the sermon on a CD and listen to it during the group. Keep pausing the sermon when a tough statement or good question comes up and start talking about it…

Here are some questions if you decide to use them:

· James talked a lot about the question “If Jesus is the only way, what about all the good people of the world?” In other words, don’t good people go to heaven?

· If we answer honestly, don’t most of us have a part of our heart that answers the question, “why are we going to heaven” by saying, “because were good?” What in you causes you to answer that way?

· What areas in your life are you trying to prove your goodness to God? In other words, what areas of your spirituality/religiosity does being “good” in the eyes of God affect what you do? I.E going to church, the things you say to people, the way you drive, the way you handle your finances…. When were honest doesn’t being good in the eyes of God drive much of how we live?

· So the hard question is, if Christianity isn’t fair, and on our best days our goodness is worthless to God, why are we so driven by being Good? Where does that come from in your past? 

· So is it worthless to be good? Obviously not but how does our perception or reason for being good need to change?

LEADER: This is a complex train of thought but in the end, you really want to try to get people to realize they are probably living their life to try to be good enough to God, to go to heaven, when the reality is, we go to heaven by grace and because of that grace, not because of meeting a goal before God, we are good and loving to the people around us. God is not fair but he is good, which is why Jesus said the most important thing is not to earn the right to be with me but to simply receive the grace, Love God and Love people. 

· The things that have happened to me in my life are not fair. That means God has not been fair to me…

· James said there are two underlying questions to the question, “Is Christianity Fair.” The first question is “If Jesus is the only way, what about all the good people in the world? Where do we get off saying we are right and everyone else is wrong?” 
· As he said, the problem is, what is “good?” How do we know what level of “good” is good enough?

· How fare is it for God to make a system that hinges on “good” and never tell us how “good” is good enough 

2 Underlying questions:

